MPC Lenten Series: The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20: 1-18)
February 16, 2005
Dr. Bruce Bickel



The First Commandment: You shall have no other gods before me. (v.3)
I. Introduction:

A. They who will not have the Law rule them shall never have the Gospel to save them.

B. All the precepts found in Scripture dealing with regulating our lives, although not expressly mentioned in the Commandments, can be placed under one of the Commandments.

1.
Matt.22:37-41 – upon these two hang all the laws and prophets

2.
Romans 12:10 – love is fulfilling the law

3.
1 Timothy 1:5 – the end of the commandments is love

C. Every negative command is binding every moment of time while the affirmative commands, although always binding, they don’t bind every moment.

 1.
Example:
1st Commandment – must have no other gods before me every moment of time; thus, we are guilty of idolatry every time we set up anything to worship or trust in other than God.

 2.
Example:
4th Commandment – remember the Sabbath is binding forever but not every moment because the Lord’s Day occurs once every week.

D. The Commandment which forbids the outward act of sin forbids likewise the inner attitude or desires of the sin in the heart (inclinations) or the occasions or inducements leading to that sin.
1.
Example: 6th Commandment – shall not murder.  Also forbids the anger which is the incentive or inclination to commit the act. (Matt. 5:21-22)
2. “He who wants to avoid the plague must not come near the infected house” – Thomas Watson

3. How can one keep the Sabbath holy when you stay up late or party all night the night before?

E. The first four Commandments are not to be kept for the sake of the second six, but the commands of the second six are to be kept for the sake of the first four.

1.
Our worship and service of God is not to be performed out of respect to men, but our duty towards men is to be observed out of respect to God.
II. The First Commandment
A. Requirements

1. We must have a God – atheism is eliminated

2. We must have the Lord Jehovah for our God – idolatry eliminated

3.
We must have the only true God, the Lord Jehovah, for our God – polytheism eliminated.

a. Including worshipping false gods along with the true God (2 Kings 17:33)
b. Intimating that something besides God is excellent and perfect as Himself (Zephaniah 1:5)

4.  The First Commandment respects worship.
III. Explanation of the requirements
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B. Things forbidden by this Commandment
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