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The Ten Commandments 
The Third Commandment: 

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name (v.7). NIV
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain (v.7). NASB
I. Introduction

A. The First Commandment - worshipping a false god is forbidden.
B. The Second Commandment – worshipping the true God in a false manner is forbidden

C. The first four commandments deal with worship either internal and more spiritual or external and more visible.

1. First – internal worship of God is the disposition of the soul that produces the correct attitude and demonstration of external worship. External worship consists of three parts.

a. Prostration (surrender) of the body 
b. Profession of the mouth 
c. Protection  of the time  

2. The Third Commandment is both a prohibition and a threatening.
3. Three questions to ask to understand this Commandment.

a. What is meant by the name of God?

b. What is meant by misusing (take) the name of God?
c. What is meant by misusing the name of God in vain?

II. The Third Commandment 

A. The name of God

1. The nature and being of God Himself

2. The whole system of divine truth revealed in Scripture

3. The means by which His nature attributes and perfections are made known to us.

4. Thus, any manner in which God is pleased to reveal Himself, title or attributes, should not be taken in vain or misused.

B. To take the name of God.

1. To make use of it either as the object of our thoughts or the subject of our discussions.

2. To make it the object of our worship

C. To take the name of God in vain.

1. When it is used without consideration of the purpose.

a. The purpose reveals the intent

b. If the purpose is vain, then the intent or action must be vain

c. There are only two purposes for taking His Name; His glory and our edification (Eph. 4:29)

d. Anything else is frivolous and is merely filling gaps in our speech

2. When it is used without due consideration and reverence.

a. Man’s voice was given as a primary instrument of magnifying and exalting God’s Name (Romans 15:6)

b. Vain = false or deceitful; to bring God to be a witness to our lie by making Him who is truth a falsehood.

c. When we speak slightly of God or His works, He interprets it as contempt – a lie.

3. When we confess His Name and do not live accordingly.

4. When we worship with our lips and not with our hearts.

5. When we pray but  do not believe in Him

6. When we use Scripture to defend sin

7. When His Name is used in an unlawful action

a. In prayer we ask for things which are not of God or consistent with His nature, character, or attributes.

b. When we perform duties slightly and without affection

8. When we swear by God’s Name with unlawful oaths.
D. Directions to avoid taking His Name in vain.

1. Labor to possess serious consideration of God’s truth and character and match your mouth with your heart.

2. Subdue (control) all inappropriate passion and anger.

3. Don’t adulterate His Word by contemporizing it – truth is truth regardless of the generation.

4. Recognize the seriousness of this sin

a. He will not hold us guiltless

b. He may deal with it in eternity if not in one’s life

c. Hebrews 10:31 

