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The Fifth Commandment:  
Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. (Exodus 20:12)

I. Introduction

A. Review of the Ten Commandments

1. To provide a standard of righteousness

2. To expose and identify sin

3. To reveal the Divine holiness

4. To lead us to Christ

B. Structure of the Ten Commandments

1. 1st four – the worship of God

2. 2nd six – our relationships with people

a. notice which  comes first

b. cannot be good in the first and be bad in the second

II. The Fifth Commandment

A. The principle – honor

B. The promise – a blessed life

C. The panorama – the father concept
1. Matthew 23:9 – call no one father

2. Romans 13:1 – authority is derivative

3. Examples of father used to describe authority

a.
Isaiah 49:23 – political fathers; fathers of their country

b.
2 Kings 5:13 – master of a private family

c.
1 Corinthians 4:15 – spiritual fathers

d.
Genesis 4:20, 21 – teachers in the arts and sciences

e.
Genesis 45:8 – a wise man

f.
1 Timothy 5:1, 2; Leviticus 19:32; Ecclesiastes 12:5

III. The Principle 
A. Honor – in six key relationships honor is required by this commandment

1. Position (authority) – Hebrews 13:17; Romans 13:1; 1Peter 2:13-14; 1 Peter 2:17
2. People (elderly) – Leviticus 19:32; Job 12:12

3. Parents – Ephesians 6:2
4. Peers – 1 Peter 2:17

5. Possessions – Genesis 1:26
6. Property – Genesis 1:26 (nature)
B. Natural relationships – parents and children

1. Reverence – a fearfulness to offend because of respect; a fearful veneration to abstain from doing anything that will grieve or trouble them
2. Inward – Leviticus 19:3 – fear and love

3. Outward – in speech and gestures

a.  speech – in speaking to or speaking about them

(Proverbs 31:28; 1 Samuel 19:4-5; Genesis 9:22)

b. gestures – by submissive behavior

(Genesis 48:12, 16; 1 Kings 2:19; Proverbs 30:17 – contrary)

4. Obedience – Colossians 3:20
a. Active – in whatsoever is not contrary to Scripture; complying with their commands; children should be their parents’ echo.  (Luke 2:52)

b. Passive – Ephesians 5:1

5. Remuneration - relieving our parents needs

(Genesis 47:12; John 19:26-27; 1 Timothy 5:4)

6. Imitation – of their godliness

(1 Kings 3:6: 2 Chronicles 11:17)

IV. Reciprocal responsibilities so as to be honored by children

A. Temporal – protection and provision

B. Spiritual – preparation for eternity

C. Responsibilities

1. Bring them up in the fear and admonition of the Lord; the more your children fear God the more they will honor and respect you.

(Ephesians 5:4; 2 Timothy 3:15; 1 Kings 18:12; Proverbs 22:6)

2. Keep up parental authority; be kind but don’t spoil

(1 Kings 1:6, 7, 9)
3. Provide what is fitting or needed (2 Corinthians 12:14)
4. Prepare your children for their worldly future (Luke 2:52)

5. Prepare your children for their eternal future (Matthew 28:18; Proverbs 4:3-4)
6. Act lovingly and prudently toward your children (Colossians 3:21)

