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Ninth Commandment: (v.16)      You shall not give false testimony against 






your neighbor.

I. Introduction

A. The 8th Commandment – security of another’s property

B. The 9th Commandment – preservation of another’s reputation

II. The Ninth Commandment

A. Reputation = a person’s “good name”

1. Prov.22:1

2. Whosoever seeks fame will soon prostitute virtue and whosoever cares not what others say, will soon not care what they themselves will do.

3. Only one thing preferred to a good name – a clear conscience (Matt. 5:11)

a. Never desire a good name by bad actions

b. Don’t seek concurring applause with a condemning conscience.

4. A Christian must be willing to receive a bad report as well as good; desire the first but not anxiously refuse the other.

5. Ecc. 7:1 – compares a good name to precious perfume

B. The tongue was made to be an organ of God’s praise not an instrument of unrighteousness.

1. We have 3 natural fences to keep the tongue in check – our teeth, our lips, and this commandment.

C. This commandment forbids disparagement or prejudice of our neighbor, more specifically, lying and false witness

D. A lie is a voluntary speaking of an untruth with intent to deceive; a lie has three ingredients;

1. Must be the speaking of an untruth

2. Must be known to be an untruth

3. Must be with intent to deceive and to lead into error.

4. Parables or figures of speech are not lies; data can’t be verified but are not spoken with intent to deceive

5. Every falsehood is not a lie; one may believe it to be true and the intent is not to deceive but may reveal that one is deceived.

6. One may speak the truth and be a liar; say it is true yet believe it to be false and report it with the intent to deceive – when we report another’s words but leave out the circumstances that would make the words appear figurative.

a. Matt. 26:59-61 – false witness; reported very words but to create another impression or different purpose.

b. They repeated Jesus’ words but for a different reason.

7. It is not a lie to conceal part of the truth when it is not expedient or necessary to be known

a. ! Sam. 16:1-10 – the sacrifice was true but only part of the reason for his going

8. It may not be lying if one acts contrary to what he said before if the circumstances are altered.

a. Gen.19:2 – angels told Lott no but went in anyway.

(Sodom and Gomorra)

b. John 13:8 – Peter said no to letting Jesus wash his feet, then let Him after proper instruction.

E. Kinds of lies

1. Jocular lies – designed to deceive or lead into error through laughter.

a. Hosea &:3 – made King glad with their lies

2. Beneficial lies (seemingly) - lie that good may result 

a. Romans 3:3-8 – 

3. Malicious lies – devised to damage or hurt

a. John 8:44 – the more malicious the more like Satan

F. What lying reveals

1. God hates your actions

a. Prov. 17:7

b. Prov. 5:16-17

c. Prov. 12:22

d. Lev. 19:11; Col.3:9; Eph. 4:25

2. Gives evidence that one belongs to Satan and are his children

a. Isa. 63:8 – children of God don’t lie

b. John 8:44 – children of Satan do

3. Exposes us to severe threats from God

a. Rev. 22:15 – read list

4. Reveals cowardly fear of men and a contempt for God resulting in shame.

a. Prov. 12:19

G. Forms of lies

1. Slander – to report things of others unjustly; is closely connected with gossip in the Scripture

a. Psalm 15:1-3 – we must not give a false report nor receive one before examining it.

b. Don’t carry the Devil in your tongue or carry the Devil in your ear.

c. Referred to as attacking by the tongue – Jer. 18:18.

d. The wounds of the tongue no physician can heal.

2. Kinds of slander

a. Self-slander – assume that which has not be given or conceal those gifts which God has given for His glory or the public good.

1. For reward or reputation

2. Not accepting forgiveness

3. Ex.4:10 – Moses making excuses because 

of the huge task given him.

b. Slander of others – wronging someone unjustly

1. Prov. 11:9 – destroys your neighbor

2. Deut 19: 18-20 – serious consequences in court

3. By reviling and railing speeches and name calling – 2 Sam. 16:7

4. By bitter taunts and sarcastic scoffs – Heb. 11:36

5. By back-biting, whispering rumors – Jer. 20:10; Prov. 8:18; 26:22; 16:28; 26:20;

2 Cor 12:20; Rom. 1:28-30

6. By reporting more than is required: truth can be slander when spoken with evil design – I Sam. 22:9-10

c. Excessive flattery (form of lie)

1. Self-flattery – revealing imaginary perfections – Prov. 27:2

2. flattery of others – extolling their virtues or a commendation of their vices

d. Flattering lips – Psalm 12:3-4; Gal. 6:1

e. False witness – by speaking, witnessing, swearing

1. Speaking – Prov. 12:22

a. Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord

b. It is a sin that does not go alone – it creates others – 2 Sam. 15:7; Acts 5:3

c. Unfit for civil society because it violates trust

2. Witnessing – false witness against another

a. Isa 5:23 – for another for a reward; make a person just makes himself unjust.

b. Against someone – accuser of the brethren – Rev. 12:10-11; Prov. 25:18

3. Swearing falsely – Zech. 8:17; 5:2-4

H. The mandatory part of this command

1. We stand up for one another and vindicate them when they are injured by lying lips

2. Don’t wrong someone with your silence – 1 Sam.19:4-5; Acts 2:15

3. Become one another’s advocate. 


.

