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Memorial Park Church Session

As part of our leadership role, Session wants the people of Memorial Park to become aware of significant issues facing the denomination.  The goal is to educate and inform so that our congregation can take an active role in upcoming events.
 
Session has great concerns about the present status of the denomination.  Commentators have suggested that there are 2 separate faiths within the same church.  Session believes that there has been a deviation from orthodox theology that threatens the unity of the denomination.  The New Wineskins Initiative is a movement within the Presbyterian Church to reclaim orthodox theology and envision a new way of being a Christian church in the 21st century.  While Session has voted to support the New Wineskins movement, it must be emphasized that no decisions have been made about what direction MPC might take.

Since the mid 1960s, the Presbyterian Church (USA) has seen its membership decline from 4.2 million to 2.36 million, a loss of 45%. In 2004 alone, 46,000 members were lost.  The causes of this decline are controversial and there is no system in place to identify and address the decline.  The denomination is presently a body divided.  There is polarization between the groups seeking a return to the basic tenets of faith with a revival of orthodox theology and practices and those groups seeking a symbiosis of faith and modern culture.
 
The organizational structure of the denomination sets up authority levels which have not been responsive to the needs of the local church.  Instead, the local church has been expected to support the organizational structure despite the fact that it is at the local church where people are brought to Jesus Christ.  
 
In June, 2006, the General Assembly, the highest governing body of the denomination, will meet.  Decisions made there could have a direct impact on Memorial Park.  Over the next eight months, information on the critical issues, possible courses of action and potential effects of these on Memorial Park will be given to the congregation via bulletin inserts, pulpit announcements, GoodNews articles and meetings to discuss the issues.
 
Topics which will be addressed include:
· Why Theology & Ethics Matter?

· A Modern Reformation: Concerns About the Present

· New Wineskins Initiative:  a Primer

· The PCUSA Possible Directions
· Ethical Imperatives: What is next?
· What Happened at General Assembly?

· Tenets of the Reformed Faith:  MPC

For more information visit www.presbywine.com.
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