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July 6, 2005
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Matthew 5:6

The Beatitudes 

Matthew 5:1-16
 “The Character and Witness of the Citizens of the Kingdom”

I. Introduction – 
Matthew’s Beatitudes are not ______________ advice for _________________ living, but prophetic ____________________ made on the conviction of the _____________________________ Kingdom of God. 
Principles of Interpretation:

A. The beatitudes declare an __________ reality as the result of a divine act, not a ______________ feeling based on ___________________.
1. “Blessed” means _________________ in nature.

2. “Happy” means a ________________ feeling or circumstance. 

3. The opposite of “blessed” is not “unhappy” but “____________________”.

a. Luke 6:24-26
B.
The ________________________ mood is to be taken seriously.  It is not an imperative or exhortation.

 

1.
These beatitudes are _________________________!


C.
There is an _________________ dimension to the beatitudes.


D.
The beatitudes are ________________    ________________ in language.



1.
They don’t ______________   ________________ something that already is.



2.
They bring into ____________________ what they declare!




a.
Genesis6:3; Genesis 6:6; Genesis 6:9, etc…

E.
The beatitudes are __________________ ___________________ and therefore, the truth claim of the statement is not independently true but _________________________________. 


1.
Matthew 7:29


2. 
Matthew 8:29


3.
Matthew 9:6


4.
Matthew 21:23


5.
Matthew 28:18

F.
These nine pronouncements are not statements of general _____________ _______________ but pronounce _______________ on authentic _________________ in the ________________  _____________________.
II. 
The Measure of True Righteousness

A. 
Jesus does not begin this Sermon with ____________ criticism of the Scribes and Pharisees but gives a ____________ emphasis on true righteous character.

B.
The Pharisees taught that righteousness was an _____________ thing.

C.
In Beatitudes, Jesus describes Christian character that ________ from __________________.


1. 
John 3:3


2. 
Ephesians 2:1-7
D.
“Blessed”

1.
The term meant “________________________________________________” experienced only by the ___________ or the ____________.


2.
This term/experience did not rely on ___________________     ____________________.

III.
To Hunger and To Thirst


A.
Jesus knew


B.
To hunger —

C. 
To thirst —

IV.
 Righteousness “dikaiosynē”


A.
Individually _____________________ through God’s _____________. Romans 3:23-26


B. 
God’s bringing of ______________________ in and through us. Matthew 25:35-40

C.
Righteousness is ever- ____________. Philippians 3:12-16

D.
Those who think they are righteous are _______. Luke 18:9-14

V.
Being Truly Satisfied

A.
Rule of Greek grammar – verbs of hungering and thirsting always followed by the __________________________.


B.
Genitive case in English is expressed by the word of. 


C.
In this Beatitude, righteousness is in the _____________________________________.


D.
Correct Translation:

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for the ______________________ of righteousness, for ________________________________ righteousness!”

―
Isaiah 55:1-3
William Barclay’s Translation:
“How inwardly content and joyful is the man who longs for total righteousness as a starving man longs for food, and a man perishing of thirst longs for water, for that man will be truly satisfied!”

―
Psalm 42:1-2
