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Our Mission: Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
As we entered a new chapter, the Session embarked on a path seeking His will for our future. They
sought to bring new clarity to our Mission and Values as a body of believers, shaped by the Holy Spirit
and rooted in Scripture. The path included insight from the Congregational Survey; the Visioning
Seminar with fifty church leaders; a small group of MPC members and staff, led by Elder Dave Butler;
as well as review and approval by Session—all reflecting and praying on what plans the Lord has for
MPC. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).
God wants to do something new, bold, and exciting at MPC! We have been led to a forward-focused
Mission of being known as a family of Christ followers that:
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
Our desire is to Love People: show people that they are loved and known by welcoming them to
worship, listening to their deepest concerns, and caring for them as Jesus has cared for us; invite and
nurture a community rich and diverse in gender, age, and ethnicity; serve and care for members and
our neighbors locally and around the world.
Our desire is to Know Jesus: learn Biblical Truth through studying God’s Word, congregational worship,
small groups, and discipleship classes; continually grow a closer personal relationship with Jesus and
pray without ceasing; discern the will of God and live lives submitting to His will, not our own.
Our desire is to Live Transformed: let our lives be a reflection of God’s glory, so that others may see
Him through us, and want to know Him; live bold and courageous lives, built on the hope of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ; practice obedience and sacrifice; be joyful and faithful; and share the great hope of
Christ as we invite others to have a relationship with Him.

Our Values.

Our Values are our deepest shared convictions and beliefs. They shape our thoughts, our actions, and
how we desire to be known.

Biblical Truth. The Bible is the written source of all Truth from the one who is Truth, Jesus Christ.
Growing. We commit to continually deepening our faith and helping others do the same.
Listening. We are called to listen to all people, helping them feel known, valued, and part of
authentic community.
Serving. As Christ came to serve us, we are called to serve and encourage one another, both near
and far, with humility and love.
Sharing. We are called to share with others the hope we have in Christ.
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Wonderful Church Family!
I am so glad to be with you and following Jesus alongside of you. I was
reflecting with Greg Wilson, the chair of my PNC, the other day and we just
passed the 1-year mark of when he and I first connected about the possibility of
coming out to Memorial Park Church. What a journey! We serve an incredible
God who always finds ways to surprise and challenge us. I cannot believe that
we are eight months into following Jesus together. In my time here, I have loved
how many of you have reached out to tell me your story! Please keep doing
that. Knowing you and how Jesus has shaped your life is one of the best parts
of being your Pastor.
This has been an exciting ministry year for us as a church! Although my arrival
came halfway through our 2021-2022 fiscal year, I have seen and heard of so
many amazing things. We’ve continued to feel supported by you and your
generosity, and I am happy to say that we have come through last budget year
strong and ready to keep the ministry momentum we have all been feeling. However, I am most proud of
the way all of you have increased your generosity and given above and beyond to our local partners and
special offerings. This past year, you’ve given over $65,000 to our special offerings like our Holiday Mission
Offering, Lenten Offering and Disaster Relief Fund for Ukraine, bringing our total support of our mission
and outreach partners to $754,393. WAY TO GO CHURCH! And in addition to your financial support, we
also led by example as the hands and feet of Jesus by supplying and serving at partners like North Hills
Community Outreach (NHCO) and the CCO as they continue their ministry across the North Hills.
Our ministries here at MPC are continuing to regain momentum over 2021-2022. We’ve seen a huge surge
in our preschool enrollment, growing from 111 students in 2021-22 to 133 kids currently enrolled for next
semester! Our Preschool is a fantastic light to our community, and I am so proud that we offer a place for
kids to not only learn, but to be seen, valued, and loved. We have the privilege of reinforcing to all those
kids that they are loved immeasurably more than they could understand by their LORD and Savior Jesus
Christ. And in the last month of our fiscal year, May 2022, we welcomed 30 new members to our church
family, nine of which were confirmation class graduates. How exciting that we are building His kingdom!
To match that excitement, our Children’s Ministry celebrated 20 years of Summer Surge in June and July of
2021! For three weeks each summer, we invite kids from all over the North Hills to experience the love of
Jesus through service, community, and programming. With over 250 campers, our staff was able to
minister to each and every child involved (60% of whom were non-members). And this year’s sessions
included just shy of 300 campers, which included 12 new families we were able to give Bibles to for the first
time. The word of God is in their homes because of you, church!
And throughout our ministry year, every week our care team tirelessly connects with and reaches out to
people in their homes or the hospital. Our goal is to love beyond the walls of our church and our care team
does just that! We are thankful for their work and have been expectantly praying for the LORD to provide a
new Associate Pastor to navigate how care ministry is growing and changing in the coming years. We are
so thankful to Kevin Gourley for 30 years of faithful ministry, prayer, and presence at this church, and his
dedication to stick with us through our search over the next ministry year.
So much is happening at Memorial Park that highlighting everything would be impossible. I hope you are
encouraged; the Gospel is still changing lives, Jesus is alive, and we will proclaim His love and grace until
He returns!
I love you church! Thanks for following Jesus alongside of me,

Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.

Page 18

Chris Eatough
Lead Pastor

Love People.
“We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims
to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For
whoever does not love their brother and sister,
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they
have not seen.”
—1 John 4:19-20, NIV
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Four years ago, Natalie Beneviat was looking for a
topic to write about for one of the local papers when she
stumbled upon one of the programs at Memorial Park:
Friday Nite Kids.
Friday Nite Kids is a fun night of supervised play and
activities for children with special needs and their siblings
so parents can have an evening out. Learning about the
program piqued her interest not only professionally, but
personally. Why? Because of her daughter. Natalie and
her husband, Shannon, have four children—Penelope,
13; Emmet, 11; Georgia, 8; and Loretta, 6. Penelope is
autistic and developmentally delayed. Usually, due to
Penelope’s needs, maintaining a social life was hard.
Before the program, “we would not have the opportunity
for a sitter due to Penelope’s autism and learning disability,” says Natalie.
When Natalie first attended Friday Nite Kids, she was not sure if the volunteers would be able to work
with Penelope, as her communication was very limited at the time. Her initial worries did not last long.
“I was met with very capable, caring individuals who I could tell were able to care for my daughter.”
She remembers, “I was surprised how organized they were. And how adaptable they are to each
individual child. I was surprised they were willing to take all four of my children and were happy about
it! Also, it was amazing to see how many people were willing to be part of the program.”
The teens and adults that volunteer with the kids are a large part of why Friday Nite Kids (FNK for
short) is continually successful. Each monthly gathering is filled with enthusiastic leaders and just as
enthusiastic kids, which helps deep bonds form throughout the year. “The volunteers are amazing with
the kids,” said Abbie Nosel, Coordinator of Friday Nite Kids. “The kids get excited when they see the
volunteers. I love the friendships that are made between an FNK and a volunteer!”
“My four children love going every month,” said Natalie. “And the fact that Penelope gets excited to go
shows that they are doing such a great job! They have holiday-themed crafts, snacks, prayer, and gym
time. The schedule keeps the kids moving and busy, but not overwhelmed. I think Penelope feels like
this is a social event for her. It really helps our marriage, giving us a chance to enjoy a night together.”
For parents with special needs children, Natalie is emphatic: “This is what you want! Volunteers are so
capable and caring. They are adaptable to each child and there is absolutely no need to worry!”
Friday Nite Kids is expanding every year. “We want to grow this ministry to help more families and we
need more volunteers,” said Abbie. Friday Nite Kids is just one of the many ministries that allows us to
Love People.

Scouts. Scouts. And More Scouts.
Did you know that we have three Scout troops here at
Memorial Park? In 1945, the men who founded the church
also founded the Memorial Park Boy Scout Troop 329. Our
Cub Scout Pack 329 was founded next, and in 2020, Troop
9329 was founded, offering the same opportunities to young
women in the area. You may see the 100+ boys and girls
meeting on the church campus throughout the week. They
help us each year with our annual Food Bank Sunday food
drive by packing and delivering bags to North Hills
Community Outreach!
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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Between 25-30 kids and
30-35 volunteers come
each month to Friday
Nite Kids.
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Know Jesus.
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me…My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them, and they follow me.”
—John 10:14,27, NIV

Note: Expenses in 2020-2021 included $72,264 of year-end transfers to other funds. In 2021-2022, these were handled as fund-tofund transfers instead of expenses, so transfers of $42,331 are not included in the numbers above. These are planned savings for
future expenses outside the normal operating budget.
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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Every Sunday after our 9:00 AM worship service, Discipleship Hour kicks off for all ages—kids head
to the children's wing with their TRU Kids leaders for Bible stories and teaching; teens gather in the
Clayton Center for large group discussion, and adults disperse throughout the church building for one
of our classes, where members and friends dive deeper into God’s Word helping them to truly know
Jesus. Studying the word, though, is not the only way of growing closer to Christ. Discipleship classes
would not be possible without the wonderful teachers that prepare for and teach the classes, ultimately
expanding their own relationship with Jesus.
Deb Gallo has been teaching for two years with classes focusing on prayer and evangelism. Her own
study of the topics she feels called to teach have helped her faith journey tremendously. “You have to
dig deeper into the topics to understand and teach them,” she says. And through teaching, she finds
deeper study ahead: “God inspires me to teach both subjects I’ve taught and with that it was time to dig
deep into commentaries.”
Discipleship Hour teachers are also creating deep bonds with the participants in their classes. Terry
McKaveney has been teaching discipleship classes regularly since 2015, with classes focusing on
growing closer to God through spiritual practices such as contemplative prayer and spiritual reading of
the Bible. She has led classes such as “Lecto Divina” that explores prayerful reading of Scripture. “I
greatly enjoy fellowship with other believers as we study the Bible together,” she reflects. “Whether I
am teaching a class or participating as a class member, the relational aspect is strong. The Holy Spirit
is at work helping us to grow in love for God, and each other.”
And for those who are considering teaching a class,
Terry has some words of encouragement for you: “If
you have been thinking about teaching a class,
consider that God may be nudging you to move in
this direction. Don’t compare yourself with others
and think that you must be perfect or teach in the
same manner. Just step out in faith and watch what
God will do in and through you to bless others. You
will also be blessed!” Knowing Jesus at Memorial
Park is more than just knowing the Bible; it’s
studying God’s Word together, spending time with
one another, and blessing others with your gifts that
help you grow in your personal relationship with
Christ.

Beyond Books.

64% of adults find that
studying the Bible helps
them grow in their faith.

Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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Marg Foster has been volunteering in the library since 2010
and has served as managing librarian since 2012 for the
Memorial Park library. She continues managing the 3,801
resources for the our church family, utilizing Atriuum Library
Software that also allows users to search across the web for
resources. The library, having moved around the church
campus a number of times before finding its permanent home
next to the Butterfly Garden. The library is filled with books,
DVDs, and audio resources, plus is a quiet, out-of-the way
spot where you can stop in and dive deeper into the Bible,
studies, or prayer.
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Live Transformed.
“And we all, who with unveiled faces reflect the
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from
the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
—2 Corinthians 3:18, NIV

While we continue to live in a COVID world, God has
richly blessed Memorial Park Church! Although giving
was 2.7% less than budgeted, other income line items
exceeded budget and made up some of the shortfall.
Also, expenses were 9.7% under budget, so we still
ended the year with income exceeding current
expenses by $32,024. We did not need to use the
reserve funds we had thought we’d need to balance
the budget. Normal year-end rollovers to other funds
added $42,331 to expenses, so the operating fund
ended the year down $10,310. With the many
uncertainties surrounding the pandemic, the stock
market, change in lead pastors, and inflation, this is a
win all around! God is good!
The Preschool continued to be impacted by lowerthan-normal enrollments due to COVID. It ended the
year with a $46,236 loss but had adequate reserves to keep them afloat.
The PPP loan we received in 2020-2021 was forgiven, as expected, and converted to income for the
church and preschool reserves. We also applied for the Employee Retention Credit (ERC)—a tax
credit—which we expect to receive later in 2022. These two sources of funds have helped us to
weather COVID hardships.

We have now completed our long-term strategic plan of purchasing the adjacent Peebles Road
properties by purchasing 8844 Peebles in January 2022. The purchase was made with cash; therefore,
the church remains totally debt-free. After careful inspection, it was determined that this property would
need significant cash investment to be useable, so the decision was made by Session to demolish it
and focus on the remaining properties. We continue to use 8834 and 8850 Peebles Road for mission
housing.
Your generous contributions and the careful stewardship of our staff in using those resources allows us
to move forward towards living out our mission to Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed. We are
exceedingly grateful for you!
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2022 Board of Deacons.
The Board of Deacons at Memorial Park are the servant leaders of the church. A slate of candidates is put
forth by the Nominating Committee (made up of Elders, Deacons, and Congregation members), and elected
by the congregation each year to serve a three year term.
Rob Burton
Erin Butler
Carolyn Cafaro
Andrew Clouse
Shirley Crawford
Chris Fenton
Kathy Fenton
Gary Floccari
Claudia Fraser
Deb Gasparich
John Gourley
Kelly Gronbeck
Susan Himrod
Melissa Karidis
Bob Kildea
Steve Kimmel
Carole Klocko
Karen Kowalski
Karen Kurtz
Scot Kurtz

Harry Lydic
Heather McAninch
Will Mensch
Tim Molnar
Terri Morris
Jen Profovich
Lynne Rackley
Jen Russell
Michelle Scott
Albert Sebeck
Stacie Sebeck
Lynn Sekeres-Sosovicka
Linda Semler
Kendall Solkovy
Kelsey Steele
Katie Sullivan
Patrick Ward
Jennifer Wissner

After a time of teaching from Pastor Betsy, each woman
was encouraged to make their own physical mask. On the
outside, the women were able to decorate the mask with
different materials, colors, stones, and sequins. On the inside, everyone wrote down exactly how they
were feeling.
Kim Kessler, a long-time church member and Stephen Minister, is a part of Women to Women and
has attended the Women’s Retreat every year since she became a member. This past year, Kim lost
her best friend and was struggling with grief. “I had been holding all of this in for a year thinking no
one cares. I wanted to be up in Heaven and ask God why he had to take my best friend the way he
did. The retreat really let me share my fears, and I don’t know if it would have made such a difference
if I hadn’t had a breakdown a couple of weeks before. But it let me see that I wasn’t alone.”

By taking off her mask and sharing her story, Kim realized a few things about herself and others: “I
realized that I am not the only person who hides and make people think there is nothing wrong. We’ve
all at some time been lonely, depressed, not wanting to be here, sad, neglected and not feeling loved.
We need to know how to deal with these feelings and know where and who can help us.”

2022 Board of Elders.
The Board of Elders at Memorial Park is the ruling
body of the church. They are nominated by the
Nominating Committee and elected by the
congregation each year to serve a three year term.
Rick Corliss (clerk)
Paula Allan
Dave Butler
Joe Cafaro
Rev. Chris Eatough
Safwat Habashi (elder emeritus)
Patty Hildenbrand
Geoff Holmes
Rev. Dr. Kevin A. Gourley
Sonja Kassouf
Carol Kjellman
Jeff McManus
Dave Moran
John O’Master
Amanda Rihn
Laura Roy
Rev. Betsy Rumer
Karl Sauereisen
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.

Each year, MPC’s Women’s Ministries hosts an annual
retreat. With time to gather in fellowship, pray together,
worship together, and learn together, this opportunity is a
transformative experience for many. The 2022 Women’s
Retreat, hosted at the church and led by Pastor Betsy
Rumer, focused on Hidden Hearts. The theme of the twoday retreat was finding a way to show what’s truly in your
heart without hiding behind a mask. Linda Anderson, an
attendee at the retreat, explained, “We hide behind our
masks and there is so much we don’t share with people.
We decorate our masks in different ways and present
ourselves in different ways to different people, so no one
really knows who we are.”

“Each of you should use whatever
gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in various forms”
—1 Peter 4:10 NIV

And Kim wasn’t the only one transformed by the retreat. “I thought it was incredible that [the retreat]
could touch so many people,” she recalled. “There were probably about fifty people there and by the
end of the day, everyone was either crying or talking or making a connection with someone else.”
Linda found her transformation was inspiring to others, too. “I would definitely recommend coming to
the Women’s Retreat and other events by the women’s ministry because there are always very good
speakers. Studying God’s Word together and listening to a new perspective on Scripture have been
the key to learning something new and valuable in your walk with the Lord.” With such a deep bench
of thoughtful, faithful church leaders at Memorial Park and in the local community, transformative
experiences are rich for MPC family and friends.

Transformations Here and Abroad.
Each year, we offer mission trips as part of our efforts to Live
Transformed. In 2021, with COVID restrictions still prohibiting much
travel, local trips were the name of the game. High School students
served at Youth with a Mission (YWAM) and ministered to kids Vacation
Bible School camps in diverse areas of Pittsburgh. Middle School
continued the tradition of Serve City where they served at a different
location each day for a week-long service camp. We also continued our
support of our 22 international missionaries.
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In the US, 1 in 3
women are a part
of a Christian
Women’s Group.
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Interview with Chris Eatough.

Q: And those unmet expectations?

About six months ago, we welcomed Chris
Eatough to Memorial Park Church as our new
Lead Pastor. For our initial introduction, Chris
provided us with a fairly professional-sounding bio,
but now that we’ve had a chance to get to know
him, we decided a round two interview was in
order. We asked the hard questions, the easy
questions, and added a lightning round for fun,
which let us get to know him even better.

A: If I have to pick a thing, where we have fallen
short of my expectations, is when I arrived there
were cookies coming out of every corner of my
office. And those cookies have dried up which has
been good for my waistline, but you know the love
and appreciation through cookies has stopped.

Q: After living here for a while, would you say
that you are now a Pittsburgh person or are
you still a Californian?

A: When you sit in a Church, having a nonmeaningful experience and never making any
progress towards Jesus because you are not being
authentic with yourself, that is suffocating. I would
rather be in a group of sinners acknowledging their
sin, and not making progress towards Jesus, than

A: I did vacation at the end of June [2022], and I
went back to Sacramento. I think the big takeaway
my family and I had when we landed in Pittsburgh
at the end of our vacation was that Sacramento no
longer felt like home and Pittsburgh was becoming
our home. Not only that, but the idea that home is
where your family is… but for my family, it has
been the people we follow Jesus with. And that
has been Memorial Park. And that within itself was
a big indicator that through the process of these
past six, seven months, we’ve made Pittsburgh our
home.
Q: You probably had some expectations for the
church in general when you first arrived. How
has Memorial Park met and exceeded or not
met those expectations?
A: With every new adventure you have
expectations and hopes. All throughout the
interview process, one of the things that struck me
was the authenticity of the Pastoral Nominating
Committee and staff. They were not there to beat
around the bush. Early in the interview process,
Greg Wilson told me that the Committee thought
that I was their guy, and they were unanimous
about me. And I think my response back to him
was, “I feel like it is inappropriate to share that with
me because we are still interviewing.” And he said,
“Well why? If our God is light and truth and there is
no darkness in Him, why should we do anything
but tell you the truth?” I remember being really
struck by that and thinking to myself if this Church
is like this committee, then this is a place of
authentic people looking to follow Jesus together.
And I have found that to be true. As we follow
Jesus together it is that authenticity to admit this is
where I’m at and this is where I’d like to be. And
that is fascinating to be a part of.

Q: Can you talk more about how you see that
authenticity here?

Chris imparting wisdom (or jokes) for students at
Sunday morning youth classes.

a group of saints ignoring their sins and not making
progress towards Jesus. Because at least the
sinners are honest about who they are. And with
Honesty comes fertile ground for life change. I
know that is a stark way to put it, but that is what’s
great about Memorial Park is that there seems to
be this authenticity, both cognitive and spiritual
awareness of were each member is at. There is
this willingness to follow Jesus together.

which has been a ton of fun for me to see. You
know to tip the cap to a specific ministry would be
the one that has the most impact on my family right
now. I have kids in every layer of Children’s
ministry at this church and they have come
alongside my family and made my kids feel very
loved. They feel that this is their Church, which
really matters to me.
Q: So you’re definitely behind our mission
statement that the Mission, Vision, Values team
put together, but we don’t have a vision
statement yet, and we were waiting for you
before we went forward creating it. Have you
put any thought into it since you have been
here over the last several months?

Baptism with the Gigler family at Memorial Park!

out this mission statement in their own context. If
we are going to do this as a church, we are going
to do this together. Doing something with a partner
is far more meaningful, enjoyable, and impactful,
than it is living it out by yourself. I am very careful
with vision; I promise I am working on it. I am
working on it with Dave Butler and Pastor Betsy
Rumer, but we are waiting because time is the
great informer here. I want to make the right vision
the first time, rather than foolishly cast one that no
one is interested in doing. The important thing is
we are going to do it together as a whole Church.

Chris gets philosophical with Sam Taylor during
the Hot Ones Hot Wings event.

Q: Let’s talk mission statement. You came into
a church that had recently developed a new
mission statement and rolled it out only 8
months or so before your candidating sermon.
How did that influence your expectations and
initial experiences with us?

A: Absolutely! That Mission, Vison, Values team
on a smaller scale still exists and we have been
waiting to create this vision statement. I requested
a calendar year to observe before we begin to sit
down and do work. My big thing is, and I’ll be
careful here because I don’t want to leak vision too
early, but the idea here is Memorial Park is honed
in on its mission which is beautiful. Mission is what
you are looking to do, and your vision is where you
want to be. A vision crafted far too broad doesn’t
enable anybody to do anything because there is
now too much to do, and you have decision
paralysis on how you are going to do it. A vision
that is far too narrow or alien to your group, it’s
hard to get behind that vision.

A: I love our Church’s mission statement. I love its
simplicity. Anything that is six words long is
memorable. I love that it has come out in all the
ministries of our church that it is not just a mission
that we put on our website, but it is a mission that
we live in our everyday operation at the Church,

So, what we are looking to do and what I have
been trying to figure out over these past couple
months is, what causes Memorial Park’s heart to
beat faster? How do we get involved in what
makes Memorial Park’s heartbeat faster to catapult
everyone to live out our mission. Anyone can live

The Rapid Fire Round >>
Favorite Color
Yellow. “It is the only color I never mess up
because I am color blind.”
Favorite Superhero
Ant-Man
Favorite Ketchup
Indifferent. “I know that I’m supposed to be into the
Heinz Culture, but it’s just ketchup.”
Favorite Flower
Hydrangeas
Favorite Tree
Oak
What 5 things would you bring if you were
stranded on a desert island?
A satellite communication phone, a Costco sized
container of food, a LifeStraw filtration device, a
solar portable phone charger, and a tent. “The goal
is to get off the island, not to stay on it and relax.”
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put any thought into it since you have been
here over the last several months?

Baptism with the Gigler family at Memorial Park!

out this mission statement in their own context. If
we are going to do this as a church, we are going
to do this together. Doing something with a partner
is far more meaningful, enjoyable, and impactful,
than it is living it out by yourself. I am very careful
with vision; I promise I am working on it. I am
working on it with Dave Butler and Pastor Betsy
Rumer, but we are waiting because time is the
great informer here. I want to make the right vision
the first time, rather than foolishly cast one that no
one is interested in doing. The important thing is
we are going to do it together as a whole Church.

Chris gets philosophical with Sam Taylor during
the Hot Ones Hot Wings event.

Q: Let’s talk mission statement. You came into
a church that had recently developed a new
mission statement and rolled it out only 8
months or so before your candidating sermon.
How did that influence your expectations and
initial experiences with us?

A: Absolutely! That Mission, Vison, Values team
on a smaller scale still exists and we have been
waiting to create this vision statement. I requested
a calendar year to observe before we begin to sit
down and do work. My big thing is, and I’ll be
careful here because I don’t want to leak vision too
early, but the idea here is Memorial Park is honed
in on its mission which is beautiful. Mission is what
you are looking to do, and your vision is where you
want to be. A vision crafted far too broad doesn’t
enable anybody to do anything because there is
now too much to do, and you have decision
paralysis on how you are going to do it. A vision
that is far too narrow or alien to your group, it’s
hard to get behind that vision.

A: I love our Church’s mission statement. I love its
simplicity. Anything that is six words long is
memorable. I love that it has come out in all the
ministries of our church that it is not just a mission
that we put on our website, but it is a mission that
we live in our everyday operation at the Church,

So, what we are looking to do and what I have
been trying to figure out over these past couple
months is, what causes Memorial Park’s heart to
beat faster? How do we get involved in what
makes Memorial Park’s heartbeat faster to catapult
everyone to live out our mission. Anyone can live

The Rapid Fire Round >>
Favorite Color
Yellow. “It is the only color I never mess up
because I am color blind.”
Favorite Superhero
Ant-Man
Favorite Ketchup
Indifferent. “I know that I’m supposed to be into the
Heinz Culture, but it’s just ketchup.”
Favorite Flower
Hydrangeas
Favorite Tree
Oak
What 5 things would you bring if you were
stranded on a desert island?
A satellite communication phone, a Costco sized
container of food, a LifeStraw filtration device, a
solar portable phone charger, and a tent. “The goal
is to get off the island, not to stay on it and relax.”

2022 Board of Deacons.
The Board of Deacons at Memorial Park are the servant leaders of the church. A slate of candidates is put
forth by the Nominating Committee (made up of Elders, Deacons, and Congregation members), and elected
by the congregation each year to serve a three year term.
Rob Burton
Erin Butler
Carolyn Cafaro
Andrew Clouse
Shirley Crawford
Chris Fenton
Kathy Fenton
Gary Floccari
Claudia Fraser
Deb Gasparich
John Gourley
Kelly Gronbeck
Susan Himrod
Melissa Karidis
Bob Kildea
Steve Kimmel
Carole Klocko
Karen Kowalski
Karen Kurtz
Scot Kurtz

Harry Lydic
Heather McAninch
Will Mensch
Tim Molnar
Terri Morris
Jen Profovich
Lynne Rackley
Jen Russell
Michelle Scott
Albert Sebeck
Stacie Sebeck
Lynn Sekeres-Sosovicka
Linda Semler
Kendall Solkovy
Kelsey Steele
Katie Sullivan
Patrick Ward
Jennifer Wissner

After a time of teaching from Pastor Betsy, each woman
was encouraged to make their own physical mask. On the
outside, the women were able to decorate the mask with
different materials, colors, stones, and sequins. On the inside, everyone wrote down exactly how they
were feeling.
Kim Kessler, a long-time church member and Stephen Minister, is a part of Women to Women and
has attended the Women’s Retreat every year since she became a member. This past year, Kim lost
her best friend and was struggling with grief. “I had been holding all of this in for a year thinking no
one cares. I wanted to be up in Heaven and ask God why he had to take my best friend the way he
did. The retreat really let me share my fears, and I don’t know if it would have made such a difference
if I hadn’t had a breakdown a couple of weeks before. But it let me see that I wasn’t alone.”

By taking off her mask and sharing her story, Kim realized a few things about herself and others: “I
realized that I am not the only person who hides and make people think there is nothing wrong. We’ve
all at some time been lonely, depressed, not wanting to be here, sad, neglected and not feeling loved.
We need to know how to deal with these feelings and know where and who can help us.”

2022 Board of Elders.
The Board of Elders at Memorial Park is the ruling
body of the church. They are nominated by the
Nominating Committee and elected by the
congregation each year to serve a three year term.
Rick Corliss (clerk)
Paula Allan
Dave Butler
Joe Cafaro
Rev. Chris Eatough
Safwat Habashi (elder emeritus)
Patty Hildenbrand
Geoff Holmes
Rev. Dr. Kevin A. Gourley
Sonja Kassouf
Carol Kjellman
Jeff McManus
Dave Moran
John O’Master
Amanda Rihn
Laura Roy
Rev. Betsy Rumer
Karl Sauereisen
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.

Each year, MPC’s Women’s Ministries hosts an annual
retreat. With time to gather in fellowship, pray together,
worship together, and learn together, this opportunity is a
transformative experience for many. The 2022 Women’s
Retreat, hosted at the church and led by Pastor Betsy
Rumer, focused on Hidden Hearts. The theme of the twoday retreat was finding a way to show what’s truly in your
heart without hiding behind a mask. Linda Anderson, an
attendee at the retreat, explained, “We hide behind our
masks and there is so much we don’t share with people.
We decorate our masks in different ways and present
ourselves in different ways to different people, so no one
really knows who we are.”

“Each of you should use whatever
gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in various forms”
—1 Peter 4:10 NIV

And Kim wasn’t the only one transformed by the retreat. “I thought it was incredible that [the retreat]
could touch so many people,” she recalled. “There were probably about fifty people there and by the
end of the day, everyone was either crying or talking or making a connection with someone else.”
Linda found her transformation was inspiring to others, too. “I would definitely recommend coming to
the Women’s Retreat and other events by the women’s ministry because there are always very good
speakers. Studying God’s Word together and listening to a new perspective on Scripture have been
the key to learning something new and valuable in your walk with the Lord.” With such a deep bench
of thoughtful, faithful church leaders at Memorial Park and in the local community, transformative
experiences are rich for MPC family and friends.

Transformations Here and Abroad.
Each year, we offer mission trips as part of our efforts to Live
Transformed. In 2021, with COVID restrictions still prohibiting much
travel, local trips were the name of the game. High School students
served at Youth with a Mission (YWAM) and ministered to kids Vacation
Bible School camps in diverse areas of Pittsburgh. Middle School
continued the tradition of Serve City where they served at a different
location each day for a week-long service camp. We also continued our
support of our 22 international missionaries.
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In the US, 1 in 3
women are a part
of a Christian
Women’s Group.
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Fiscal Report.

Live Transformed.
“And we all, who with unveiled faces reflect the
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from
the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
—2 Corinthians 3:18, NIV

While we continue to live in a COVID world, God has
richly blessed Memorial Park Church! Although giving
was 2.7% less than budgeted, other income line items
exceeded budget and made up some of the shortfall.
Also, expenses were 9.7% under budget, so we still
ended the year with income exceeding current
expenses by $32,024. We did not need to use the
reserve funds we had thought we’d need to balance
the budget. Normal year-end rollovers to other funds
added $42,331 to expenses, so the operating fund
ended the year down $10,310. With the many
uncertainties surrounding the pandemic, the stock
market, change in lead pastors, and inflation, this is a
win all around! God is good!
The Preschool continued to be impacted by lowerthan-normal enrollments due to COVID. It ended the
year with a $46,236 loss but had adequate reserves to keep them afloat.
The PPP loan we received in 2020-2021 was forgiven, as expected, and converted to income for the
church and preschool reserves. We also applied for the Employee Retention Credit (ERC)—a tax
credit—which we expect to receive later in 2022. These two sources of funds have helped us to
weather COVID hardships.

We have now completed our long-term strategic plan of purchasing the adjacent Peebles Road
properties by purchasing 8844 Peebles in January 2022. The purchase was made with cash; therefore,
the church remains totally debt-free. After careful inspection, it was determined that this property would
need significant cash investment to be useable, so the decision was made by Session to demolish it
and focus on the remaining properties. We continue to use 8834 and 8850 Peebles Road for mission
housing.
Your generous contributions and the careful stewardship of our staff in using those resources allows us
to move forward towards living out our mission to Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed. We are
exceedingly grateful for you!
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Every Sunday after our 9:00 AM worship service, Discipleship Hour kicks off for all ages—kids head
to the children's wing with their TRU Kids leaders for Bible stories and teaching; teens gather in the
Clayton Center for large group discussion, and adults disperse throughout the church building for one
of our classes, where members and friends dive deeper into God’s Word helping them to truly know
Jesus. Studying the word, though, is not the only way of growing closer to Christ. Discipleship classes
would not be possible without the wonderful teachers that prepare for and teach the classes, ultimately
expanding their own relationship with Jesus.
Deb Gallo has been teaching for two years with classes focusing on prayer and evangelism. Her own
study of the topics she feels called to teach have helped her faith journey tremendously. “You have to
dig deeper into the topics to understand and teach them,” she says. And through teaching, she finds
deeper study ahead: “God inspires me to teach both subjects I’ve taught and with that it was time to dig
deep into commentaries.”
Discipleship Hour teachers are also creating deep bonds with the participants in their classes. Terry
McKaveney has been teaching discipleship classes regularly since 2015, with classes focusing on
growing closer to God through spiritual practices such as contemplative prayer and spiritual reading of
the Bible. She has led classes such as “Lecto Divina” that explores prayerful reading of Scripture. “I
greatly enjoy fellowship with other believers as we study the Bible together,” she reflects. “Whether I
am teaching a class or participating as a class member, the relational aspect is strong. The Holy Spirit
is at work helping us to grow in love for God, and each other.”
And for those who are considering teaching a class,
Terry has some words of encouragement for you: “If
you have been thinking about teaching a class,
consider that God may be nudging you to move in
this direction. Don’t compare yourself with others
and think that you must be perfect or teach in the
same manner. Just step out in faith and watch what
God will do in and through you to bless others. You
will also be blessed!” Knowing Jesus at Memorial
Park is more than just knowing the Bible; it’s
studying God’s Word together, spending time with
one another, and blessing others with your gifts that
help you grow in your personal relationship with
Christ.

Beyond Books.

64% of adults find that
studying the Bible helps
them grow in their faith.

Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.

Page 14

Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.

Marg Foster has been volunteering in the library since 2010
and has served as managing librarian since 2012 for the
Memorial Park library. She continues managing the 3,801
resources for the our church family, utilizing Atriuum Library
Software that also allows users to search across the web for
resources. The library, having moved around the church
campus a number of times before finding its permanent home
next to the Butterfly Garden. The library is filled with books,
DVDs, and audio resources, plus is a quiet, out-of-the way
spot where you can stop in and dive deeper into the Bible,
studies, or prayer.
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Know Jesus.
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me…My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them, and they follow me.”
—John 10:14,27, NIV

Note: Expenses in 2020-2021 included $72,264 of year-end transfers to other funds. In 2021-2022, these were handled as fund-tofund transfers instead of expenses, so transfers of $42,331 are not included in the numbers above. These are planned savings for
future expenses outside the normal operating budget.
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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Four years ago, Natalie Beneviat was looking for a
topic to write about for one of the local papers when she
stumbled upon one of the programs at Memorial Park:
Friday Nite Kids.
Friday Nite Kids is a fun night of supervised play and
activities for children with special needs and their siblings
so parents can have an evening out. Learning about the
program piqued her interest not only professionally, but
personally. Why? Because of her daughter. Natalie and
her husband, Shannon, have four children—Penelope,
13; Emmet, 11; Georgia, 8; and Loretta, 6. Penelope is
autistic and developmentally delayed. Usually, due to
Penelope’s needs, maintaining a social life was hard.
Before the program, “we would not have the opportunity
for a sitter due to Penelope’s autism and learning disability,” says Natalie.
When Natalie first attended Friday Nite Kids, she was not sure if the volunteers would be able to work
with Penelope, as her communication was very limited at the time. Her initial worries did not last long.
“I was met with very capable, caring individuals who I could tell were able to care for my daughter.”
She remembers, “I was surprised how organized they were. And how adaptable they are to each
individual child. I was surprised they were willing to take all four of my children and were happy about
it! Also, it was amazing to see how many people were willing to be part of the program.”
The teens and adults that volunteer with the kids are a large part of why Friday Nite Kids (FNK for
short) is continually successful. Each monthly gathering is filled with enthusiastic leaders and just as
enthusiastic kids, which helps deep bonds form throughout the year. “The volunteers are amazing with
the kids,” said Abbie Nosel, Coordinator of Friday Nite Kids. “The kids get excited when they see the
volunteers. I love the friendships that are made between an FNK and a volunteer!”
“My four children love going every month,” said Natalie. “And the fact that Penelope gets excited to go
shows that they are doing such a great job! They have holiday-themed crafts, snacks, prayer, and gym
time. The schedule keeps the kids moving and busy, but not overwhelmed. I think Penelope feels like
this is a social event for her. It really helps our marriage, giving us a chance to enjoy a night together.”
For parents with special needs children, Natalie is emphatic: “This is what you want! Volunteers are so
capable and caring. They are adaptable to each child and there is absolutely no need to worry!”
Friday Nite Kids is expanding every year. “We want to grow this ministry to help more families and we
need more volunteers,” said Abbie. Friday Nite Kids is just one of the many ministries that allows us to
Love People.

Scouts. Scouts. And More Scouts.
Did you know that we have three Scout troops here at
Memorial Park? In 1945, the men who founded the church
also founded the Memorial Park Boy Scout Troop 329. Our
Cub Scout Pack 329 was founded next, and in 2020, Troop
9329 was founded, offering the same opportunities to young
women in the area. You may see the 100+ boys and girls
meeting on the church campus throughout the week. They
help us each year with our annual Food Bank Sunday food
drive by packing and delivering bags to North Hills
Community Outreach!
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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Between 25-30 kids and
30-35 volunteers come
each month to Friday
Nite Kids.
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Love People.
“We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims
to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For
whoever does not love their brother and sister,
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they
have not seen.”
—1 John 4:19-20, NIV

Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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Wonderful Church Family!
I am so glad to be with you and following Jesus alongside of you. I was
reflecting with Greg Wilson, the chair of my PNC, the other day and we just
passed the 1-year mark of when he and I first connected about the possibility of
coming out to Memorial Park Church. What a journey! We serve an incredible
God who always finds ways to surprise and challenge us. I cannot believe that
we are eight months into following Jesus together. In my time here, I have loved
how many of you have reached out to tell me your story! Please keep doing
that. Knowing you and how Jesus has shaped your life is one of the best parts
of being your Pastor.
This has been an exciting ministry year for us as a church! Although my arrival
came halfway through our 2021-2022 fiscal year, I have seen and heard of so
many amazing things. We’ve continued to feel supported by you and your
generosity, and I am happy to say that we have come through last budget year
strong and ready to keep the ministry momentum we have all been feeling. However, I am most proud of
the way all of you have increased your generosity and given above and beyond to our local partners and
special offerings. This past year, you’ve given over $65,000 to our special offerings like our Holiday Mission
Offering, Lenten Offering and Disaster Relief Fund for Ukraine, bringing our total support of our mission
and outreach partners to $754,393. WAY TO GO CHURCH! And in addition to your financial support, we
also led by example as the hands and feet of Jesus by supplying and serving at partners like North Hills
Community Outreach (NHCO) and the CCO as they continue their ministry across the North Hills.
Our ministries here at MPC are continuing to regain momentum over 2021-2022. We’ve seen a huge surge
in our preschool enrollment, growing from 111 students in 2021-22 to 133 kids currently enrolled for next
semester! Our Preschool is a fantastic light to our community, and I am so proud that we offer a place for
kids to not only learn, but to be seen, valued, and loved. We have the privilege of reinforcing to all those
kids that they are loved immeasurably more than they could understand by their LORD and Savior Jesus
Christ. And in the last month of our fiscal year, May 2022, we welcomed 30 new members to our church
family, nine of which were confirmation class graduates. How exciting that we are building His kingdom!
To match that excitement, our Children’s Ministry celebrated 20 years of Summer Surge in June and July of
2021! For three weeks each summer, we invite kids from all over the North Hills to experience the love of
Jesus through service, community, and programming. With over 250 campers, our staff was able to
minister to each and every child involved (60% of whom were non-members). And this year’s sessions
included just shy of 300 campers, which included 12 new families we were able to give Bibles to for the first
time. The word of God is in their homes because of you, church!
And throughout our ministry year, every week our care team tirelessly connects with and reaches out to
people in their homes or the hospital. Our goal is to love beyond the walls of our church and our care team
does just that! We are thankful for their work and have been expectantly praying for the LORD to provide a
new Associate Pastor to navigate how care ministry is growing and changing in the coming years. We are
so thankful to Kevin Gourley for 30 years of faithful ministry, prayer, and presence at this church, and his
dedication to stick with us through our search over the next ministry year.
So much is happening at Memorial Park that highlighting everything would be impossible. I hope you are
encouraged; the Gospel is still changing lives, Jesus is alive, and we will proclaim His love and grace until
He returns!
I love you church! Thanks for following Jesus alongside of me,

Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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Chris Eatough
Lead Pastor
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Our Mission: Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
As we entered a new chapter, the Session embarked on a path seeking His will for our future. They
sought to bring new clarity to our Mission and Values as a body of believers, shaped by the Holy Spirit
and rooted in Scripture. The path included insight from the Congregational Survey; the Visioning
Seminar with fifty church leaders; a small group of MPC members and staff, led by Elder Dave Butler;
as well as review and approval by Session—all reflecting and praying on what plans the Lord has for
MPC. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).
God wants to do something new, bold, and exciting at MPC! We have been led to a forward-focused
Mission of being known as a family of Christ followers that:
Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
Our desire is to Love People: show people that they are loved and known by welcoming them to
worship, listening to their deepest concerns, and caring for them as Jesus has cared for us; invite and
nurture a community rich and diverse in gender, age, and ethnicity; serve and care for members and
our neighbors locally and around the world.
Our desire is to Know Jesus: learn Biblical Truth through studying God’s Word, congregational worship,
small groups, and discipleship classes; continually grow a closer personal relationship with Jesus and
pray without ceasing; discern the will of God and live lives submitting to His will, not our own.
Our desire is to Live Transformed: let our lives be a reflection of God’s glory, so that others may see
Him through us, and want to know Him; live bold and courageous lives, built on the hope of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ; practice obedience and sacrifice; be joyful and faithful; and share the great hope of
Christ as we invite others to have a relationship with Him.

Our Values.

Our Values are our deepest shared convictions and beliefs. They shape our thoughts, our actions, and
how we desire to be known.

Biblical Truth. The Bible is the written source of all Truth from the one who is Truth, Jesus Christ.
Growing. We commit to continually deepening our faith and helping others do the same.
Listening. We are called to listen to all people, helping them feel known, valued, and part of
authentic community.
Serving. As Christ came to serve us, we are called to serve and encourage one another, both near
and far, with humility and love.
Sharing. We are called to share with others the hope we have in Christ.

Love People. Know Jesus. Live Transformed.
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